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It has been a busy time for the steering group during September, as we have been carrying 
out site assessments on the 15 plots of land that came forward following our call for sites. 
Our aim is to see if these sites are suitable for some of the housing allocation of 30 to 35 
houses that we are trying to achieve over the next 15 years. 
 
We are following the guidance of Locality, an organisation that supports communities to write 
their Neighbourhood Plans. The Locality team have created a template to prompt 
assessments using objective criteria, which we have been following.  
 
Locality is also providing an independent planning team who are carrying out assessments 
of all the sites independently of the steering group and using the same criteria. The team will 
provide a report for the steering group in the next few weeks. 
 
We are also working closely with Milton Keynes Council and are currently in discussion with 
the highways department about the suitability of some of the sites.  We want to make sure 
that, before we ask you, the residents, to choose which sites you prefer, we ensure that we 
identify sites that are viable and thus suitable for development. 
 
We hope to finish the assessment process, which includes holding discussions with 
landowners, by the end of November and, hopefully, in December, pop a leaflet through 
every door, with a map showing all 15 original sites along with notes explaining the outcome 
of the assessment process.  
 
We are very aware that the current pandemic is severely limiting our ability to present ideas 
to you in the preferred way, such as a village meeting with visual boards and a chance to 
ask your steering group questions. So instead we will rely on SCAN notices (such as this), 
publishing steering group meeting minutes on the Facebook page and the Parish Council 
web site and leaflets through your doors. We are all the time trying to think up creative ways 
of holding public meetings and are considering how we might offer an opportunity for limited 
numbers of residents at a time, having timed appointments where they can view site layouts 
and ask steering group members questions – we will keep you posted. 
 
We will conduct a survey in the first quarter of 2021 to gather your views on your preferred 
sites. Once we have the results of that survey, we can then start pulling together all the 
various components of the plan document. All of our timings and methods of communication 
are dependent upon government advice regarding Covid 19, however, we are still hoping to 
hold the referendum on the plan by late 2021 at the latest. 
 
Helen Beauchamp,  
Chairwoman of NCNP Steering Group.  
 


