
North Crawley Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

Meeting 
Held:   

The Cock Inn, 23rd October 2019 

Present: 

Helen Beauchamp -HB (minutes); Bridget Cookham -BC; Graham Cookham -GC; 
Andy Gresty -AG; Derek Harpur -DH; Paul McAlindon-PM; Nicholas Sadeghi -NS; 
James Sandall -JS; Keith Shaw -KS; Chris Stavrinides - CS; Richard Sykes -RS; Ian 
Thody -IT; Chris Toye -CT 

Apologies: Lewis Tompkins 

Public 
Observers: 

N/A 

Distribution: All attendees; Parish Council 

Meeting No:  1 

Agenda item 
1 

James Sandall, Parish Councillor, called the meeting to review the situation 
following the vote to reject the Neighbourhood Plan at the referendum of 26th 
September 2019.   
Following introductions, each person present had the opportunity to express their 
view with regard to the failed Neighbourhood Plan and to provide ideas for a 
potential way forward. 
The key concerns are: 

1. A lack of communication following the 1st consultation in June/July 2018 
meant that many people in the village felt they had not been properly 
included in the decision making 

2. There was general dissatisfaction with sites H4 and H5 being selected to 
take all of the proposed housing and concern that this would lead to an 
imbalance of housing within the village 

 
Key points discussed: 

1. The group acknowledged that the current Neighbourhood Plan is based 
on the questionnaire results and as such it reflects the wishes of 
residents, any review/revision of the plan should not lose sight of this and 
should not ignore the significant body of data and evidence that supports 
the current plan 

2. The number of houses proposed in the plan is based on the majority 
response from residents and so the number of houses should not change. 
It is important to consider that the village is expected to contribute 
towards the housing supply for Milton Keynes Borough and as such it 
should be reasonable in how many houses it proposes to support. 

  



 
 

3. In their responses to the questionnaire, the majority of residents felt that 
35 houses was sustainable.  This number has been accepted by Milton 
Keynes Council and by the independent examiner 

4. The sites proposed in the plan may or may not be developed – the 
purpose of the plan is to allocate sites, it is then up to the 
landowner/developer to move that forward but it is important that the 
sites are able to deliver the aims of the plan 

5. The sites proposed in the plan must be viable in terms of achieving the 
aim of offering affordable housing, family homes and homes for elderly 
residents – all priorities according to questionnaire responses 

6. The sites must also be viable from the landowner/developer point of view 
7. All agreed that it was desirable to have a neighbourhood plan and a new 

steering group will work quickly to gain support for an amended plan 
8. Communication with residents must be regular and embrace all forms of 

communication – an initial leaflet to all households will provide an update 
and detail the methods of communication 

9. It was agreed that a priority would be to look again at the selection of 
sites and carry out a second scoring exercise against the criteria. AG 
stated that there are additional landowners willing to offer sites for 
consideration 

10. The timeline for presenting an amended plan for referendum is critical. 
Currently, applications for development can be presented to MKC to build 
any number of houses, anywhere in the village and without the 
protection of a plan objections based on the settlement boundary or loss 
of open countryside will not be valid. 

11. CT stressed the importance of encouraging/supporting all residents to 
object to any new applications for development – this can be included as 
a point in the leaflet drop to residents 

12. The following volunteered to be part of a new steering group: 

• JS and HB will continue in their roles 

• AG; DH; KS; PM; NS; CS; RS; IT; CT 

• BC and GC volunteered to support delivering leaflets  
 

Actions  
1. HB and JS are meeting with MKC on 24th Oct to discuss the way forward; 

HB will feedback the outcome of that meeting 
2. Steering Group to meet on Thursday 31st October @ 7.30pm in the Village 

Hall – agenda to follow 
3. A communication to be delivered to all households, by hand, by 15th 

November – content to be agreed at the meeting on 31st October 
4. AG to let HB know the names of landowners willing to offer land for 

assessment – by 31st October 
 
 

 


