
North Crawley Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

Minutes of Meeting 

  

Meeting Held:   27th October 2021 at 19.30 in the Village Hall 

Present: 
Ruth Ambridge – RA; Helen Beauchamp - HB (Chair); Steve Garner - SBG (Minutes);  Derek 
Harpur - DH;  Nic Sadeghi - NS (Vice Chair); Richard Sykes – RS;  

Apologies: Keith Shaw - KS 

Public 
Observers: 

N/A 

Distribution: All members of the steering group; Parish Council; Parish Council website, Facebook 

Meeting No:  30 

Agenda item 1 
Minutes and 
Matters Arising 

The minutes of the meeting dated 10th August were approved. There were no matters 
arising. 

Agenda Item 2 
Feedback from 
meetings and 
discussion of 
issues regarding 
site 2 

HB brought the SG up to date with the sequence of events leading to a revised indicative 
layout for site 2a.  
 
The landowners changed their advising consultant during the period the SG were holding the 
public consultations in July. The new consultant wanted changes to the AECOM layout to 
ensure it was viable for a developer to take it on and to alter the layout to make it more 
economical to build. As well as adding 5 more houses the consultant wanted to make a 
number of the houses 2 storey instead of 1.5 storey as specified in the Design Codes. He also 
questioned the importance of the green space and pond area.  
 
After a rather protracted start the sub-committee managed to agree a potential compromise 
that seems to work for all parties. Whilst this new layout adds a further 5 houses to the NW 
corner of the village the SG recognises there are very few alternative locations remaining in 
the village, without encroaching into a much larger field which could be subject to further 
(potentially substantial) expansion at a later date.  
 
The proposal sees the number of houses on site 2 increase from 15 to 20 but in doing so will 
increase the number of 2- & 3-bedroom houses from 12 to 16 (which is the size of dwelling 
the village indicated was preferable).  It means the overall number of houses in the NP would 
be around 35, exactly in line with the original remit. It also means a developer will be more 
attracted to taking on the work rather than the site remaining undeveloped for a protracted 
period.  
 
The design codes will be unchanged, stating clearly that 1.5 storey houses are a specific 
objective in all the developments within the NP.  Additionally, the green space and pond have 
been preserved in this latest layout. The layout is designed in such a way as to make it difficult 
for the site to be merged into the lower field at a later date. The size of the site has not 
changed at all.  
 



 

 The sub committee recommended a further public consultation to ensure everyone has the 
opportunity to see the layout and ask questions ahead of the formal consultation of the draft 
plan, prior to submission of the NP. The SG agreed.  
 
The SG agreed the compromise was reasonable, that it continued to meet the objectives of 
the NP and that they can support it.  

Agenda Item 3 
Prep for open 
event on 6th 
Nov. 

A public consultation will take place on 6th November in the Institute from 11.30am to 3pm.  
Members of the Steering Group will host displays of the original AECOM site plan and the new 
proposed layout for people to compare and discuss.   
 
2 formal presentations will take place at 11.45 and 13.30 with the opportunity to hear the 
detail behind the new proposals and to ask questions of the Steering Group. SBG has been 
asked to carry out the two formal presentations but it will be helpful if as many of the SG as 
possible are on hand to spend some time “hosting” visitors and taking feedback on the new 
proposals. 
 

AOB  
Actions 

There was no other business. 

Date of Next 
Meeting 

Date to be confirmed following Open Event 
 
All minutes will be published to the Parish Council website and also on Facebook. Monthly 
updates will be published in the SCAN magazine and distributed to all households in the 
Parish.  
 


