
North Crawley Neighbourhood Plan First Public Meeting – 28th November 2019 

Chairman’s Introduction 

 

Thank you to everybody for coming to the first Public meeting of the new Neighbourhood plan steering group.  

The idea is to have a public meeting on the last Thursday of each month, giving us a chance to showcase our 

progress and for the parish to ask questions.. 

The people you see before you are your village representatives on the Parish Council led steering group.  

 

Chairing this group is me, James Sandall  

My Vice Chair is Nicolas Sedeghi – currently away 

Group Secretary and Archivist – Helen Beauchamp 

Ian Thody 

Andy Gresty 

Chris Stavrinides 

Keith Shaw 

Derek Harpur 

Richard Sykes 

Chris Toye 

Each of us lives in the village and brings something different to the group, We are all volunteers and give up 

time each week to try and make this a success. We are not planners but we have the advice and guidance from 

Milton Keynes Council’s Planning Department.. 

I would like to start by giving you a brief explanation as to how we got to where we are today….. 

The first meeting of the initial steering group was 10th August 2016 in the village hall, there were many questions 

asked then…most of which are still relevant today. 

On 8th July 2017 a Village Questionnaire was hand delivered to every resident, they were asked a series of 

questions about what they wanted from living in the village. The responses to these questions supported the 

content and policies in the first plan and continue to provide a real insight into what the villagers want from a 

neighbourhood plan. 

We brought onboard a specialist planning consultant in January 2018 and with his help we made planning 

policies that formed the basis of the plan and ensured that the plan met the required standard to be approved 

by an independent planning inspector. 

 Two consultation stages were entered into in June and October 2018 

The Neighbourhood plan was passed to Milton Keynes council in November 2018 when a 3rd consultation took 

place, led by MKC and it then proceeded to an Independent Examiner in April 2019. 



The plan was approved by the independent examiner in  July 2019 and brought to referendum on 26th 

September 2019.  On the ballot paper people were asked “Do you want Milton Keynes Council to use the 

Neighbourhood Plan for North Crawley to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?” 

 375 people or 61.9% of residents voted, 169 said yes and 206 said No…..The plan was not adopted. 

We believe that too much effort has gone into the original plan for us to give up on it and in the interest of 

keeping this beautiful village sustainable and to manage its growth over the next 15 years a steering group has 

been re-formed to look over the plan and make the necessary amendments to make this a viable plan for the 

parish. 

What is a neighbourhood plan?  

• A neighbourhood plan is a powerful tool given by government as part of the Localism Act to ensure a 

community gets the right types of development, in the right place in local areas that people want to keep 

special. 

• A neighbourhood plan uses planning policies to give the community a say in things that are important 

to them…House types, off road parking, green spaces, Employment areas etc 

• Local Authorities are governed by planning laws to take neighbourhood plans into account when judging 

on a development application and the plan can be an important factor in deciding the success or failure 

of any developments. 

Why do we need one?  

• We need a plan to protect our village!! Keep its shape, its heritage…its balance.  

• If you say NO to another neighbourhood plan that will not stop development in this village, what you're 

saying is  

• NO to having a say on where development will be 

• NO to having a say on the size of any development  

• No to having any input on the type of dwellings  

A neighbourhood plan gives us our own housing land supply protection – If we have a Neighbourhood Plan, 

Milton Keynes only needs to provide proof of 3 years supply to prevent development taking place in the open 

countryside.   Without a plan we need Milton Keynes council to maintain 5 YEARS of land supply…Milton Keynes 

has NEVER been below 3 YEARS…but it has struggled to maintain 5. 

With a neighbourhood plan we can have a voice and a more realistic chance of keeping speculative developers 

from our doorsteps a little longer. 

The steering group need the input of the village…We need to know what you want to see in any amended plan? 

Communication is important, we want to be as open and transparent as possible. We want the village as a 

whole to engage with each and every member of this group, ask questions and give feedback at any stage…but 

I must stress….the earlier you engage with us the better…please pass on any email address you may have so 

we can update you. 

You should have received a Neighbourhood plan update leaflet through your door earlier this month, this is 

just one of the methods of communication that we will use over the coming months to ensure that everyone 

is kept informed.  



We have a dedicated email address set up – NorthcrawleyNP@gmail.com 

We have a dedicated Facebook Page – Please Search – North Crawley Neighbourhood plan on Facebook 

Minutes from all meetings will be available on the Parish council Website - http://www.northcrawley-

pc.gov.uk/ 

There will be updates in Scan each month and also updates at the Parish Council meeting each month. We will 

aim to keep the notice boards updated where possible too. 

If there is any other reasonable way people would like us to keep them informed then please let us know or 

place a card in the feed back box. 

 

We have some challenges.  Members of the group met with Milton Keynes Planning Department to discuss 

our options and we were informed that we cannot submit the same plan within two years, so we have to make 

amendments to the original plan, which involves looking again at all options for potential housing sites within 

and adjacent to the village settlement boundary.  

We have used up the funds we can apply for from government grants but since we have a fully examined 

policy driven document that we are using as the basis of any amended plan we have been advised that we 

shouldn’t need another consultant.  

We want to understand what people liked or disliked about the old plan, We don’t want to re-invent the wheel in 

this process but we do want to make a difference and make amendments, so that we can put a new and improved 

Plan to referendum, It will not be a quick process but we want to keep the village engaged so we avoid the 

pitfalls the last plan stumbled into. 

We will not please everyone all of the time.  There is no magic field or piece of land that could be developed 

without having an effect on someone but If we can’t agree to evolve this village in a way that we have a certain 

amount of influence over, then there is a chance areas will be developed regardless and we might end up with 

more homes than we need and in areas that we never wanted to see built on. 

We have learned a lot along the way and with your help we can make this a plan the majority can agree on  

We have placed a comments box by the door and we have printed feedback forms, if you have a question or 

something you want to get off your chest please fill in a form and place it in the box, you can put your details 

on the form or remain anonymous…..its your choice. 

The questions/comments both written and spoken and our responses will be collated and published with the 

minutes. 

The comments box will be put in the shop for a week so you can continue to feedback after tonight. 

I now open the floor to questions and as I’m sure you’ll understand if there is something to which we  can’t give 

a definitive answer, we will note your question and get back to you with our response as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you all for your time. 
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