
Question/Comment Answer Action 

Regarding the minutes of 6th Feb.  
Can I just ask under the section 
Actions, the group are assessing sites 
1, 2, 8 and 9. How is this to be 
carried out? Do members of the 
group do this themselves or have 
they engaged an outside company to 
do it for them? In what way will this 
assessment differ from the one that 
was carried out by the consultant 
used in the previous Neighbourhood 
Plan? 
Also, when will the potential new 
site be shared with the public. 
 

The Steering Group is assessing the sites using the criteria that was drawn up by 
the last steering group, with the assistance of Sam Dix, the consultant.  All of the 
nine original sites are being assessed (see map opposite).  The group is reassessing 
the sites with 2 additional criteria: viability of the site for development and impact 
on neighbours; these aspects were not considered previously.  The group is at all 
times considering the findings of the previous steering group and taking advice 
from Milton Keynes Council Planning Department, the Highways Department and 
referencing Plan:MK and the National Planning Policy Framework. 
The Steering Group is not yet in a position to make any plans public.  A sub-
committee has met with a small number of landowners whose land is known to be 
available and after a first assessment of all land within the Parish boundary, the 
Steering Group has sent letters to other known landowners.  For those whose land 
is too far from the current settlement boundary they have received a letter stating 
that their land is not considered suitable for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan 
and for those whose land is within or proximate to the current settlement 
boundary they have been invited to tell the Steering Group whether they want 
their land to be considered.  Once the group has heard from the landowners (cut 
off is mid-March), a more detailed assessment will take place of the available sites. 
The Steering Group is being careful not to rush this process and in effect, it is 
starting back at the beginning with regard to site selection. As soon as there is 
agreement within the Steering Group regarding suitable sites, there will be an 
open day at the Institute where site models will be presented along with the site 
assessment evidence and at that point residents will be asked to give an indication 
of their preferred sites.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

With the planning application for 
Tickford Fields Farm on the North 
Crawley Road for up to 930 dwellings 
(including affordable homes), school, 
local centre etc. Why is there a need 
for up to 35 houses in North 
Crawley, less than 2 miles away? 

Milton Keynes Council has prepared a Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA) to objectively assess the housing need for the whole of the Borough over 
the plan period of 2016 – 2031, taking account of both the growth of the existing 
population and net in-migration to the area. This gives an Objectively Assessed 
Need (OAN) for the plan period 2016-2031 of approximately 26,500 (figure 
rounded up) dwellings, which equates to approximately 1,766 dwellings per 
annum.  Policies in Plan:MK, state that the approach to delivering new 
development in villages and other rural settlements places the emphasis on 
neighbourhood plans. Rather than defining how many houses each village should 
contribute to the overall OAN, Plan MK explains that new housing development 
will be delivered in a number of ways, including:  ‘small to medium scale 

 



development within rural and key settlements, appropriate to the size, function 
and role of each settlement to be delivered through allocations in neighbourhood 
plans currently being prepared;’ it also makes clear that rural development should 
be located within defined settlement boundaries. 
So, like all rural settlements in the Borough, North Crawley must contribute to the 
overall number of dwellings needed over the next 15+ years.  Milton Keynes 
Council has agreed that 30 to 35 houses is an acceptable number of additional 
dwellings for North Crawley and so we must now agree as a village where those 
homes should be.  If we do not have a Neighbourhood Plan, we might have to 
accept far more than 35 homes, as Milton Keynes Council looks for additional land 
supply over the coming years. 
In addition, our village must be sustainable.  North Crawley currently has 2 pubs, a 
shop, a school, The Village Hall, The Institute and an array of clubs and societies; it 
is important that new families are attracted to the village to ensure that all of 
these facilities continue to thrive.   
 

North Crawley Parish Council has 
objected to the plan for five houses 
on Orchard Way giving 2 main 
reasons:  

1. the site is in open 
countryside (aren’t all of the 
sites in open countryside?) 

2. outside the settlement 
boundary. 

There are already dwellings on that 
side of orchard Way, in fact looking 
at Google Earth, the settlement 
boundary appears to take in houses 
on the field side of Orchard Way 
including Bill Maslin’s old house.  
Does this mean that this site will not 
be considered as a site in the revised 
neighbourhood plan? 

It is true that all land outside the settlement boundary is identified as open 
countryside.  In developing a neighbourhood plan, it is the job of the Steering 
Group to identify suitable plots of land for development that lie within or 
proximate to the settlement boundary.  Once the sites have been chosen, the 
settlement boundary will be redrawn to take in the new sites and these sites will 
thus no longer be in open countryside. 
The current settlement boundary cannot be seen on Google Earth.  The actual 
outline of the boundary does not include Bill Maslin’s old house (see map 
opposite): 
 
All sites that lie within or proximate to the settlement boundary are currently 
under consideration.  Once the Steering Group sub-committee has met with the 
landowners of suitable sites, detailed assessment of each site will take place and 
site models will be proposed for the village to view and comment on. 

 

Will the sewerage works cope with 
any proposed development? 

The Steering group has contacted Anglian Water for an answer to this question.  
Currently awaiting a response.  

 



I believe that all developments 
require access from a road that 
meets current planning standards, 
both Pound Lane and Folly Lane, as 
single track roads do not meet these 
standards. 

The Steering Group has and will continue to engage with MKC on matters such as 
highways to ensure that only viable sites are put forward for consideration by the 
Independent Examiner and, thereafter, by residents at a referendum. 

 

 


