North Crawley Neighbourhood Plan News

At the referendum on the neighbourhood plan that took place on 26 September 2019, 61.9% of the
village turned out to vote. 169 votes were in favour of the North Crawley Neighbourhood Plan being
made part of the development plan for Milton Keynes and 206 were against. The result means that
North Crawley does not have a neighbourhood plan.

Why does this matter?

On the same day that the referendum took place, a court ruling announced that Milton Keynes
Council (MKC) does not have a 5 year housing supply. This means that the balance is tipped in favour
of developers when planning applications are considered and villages, such as North Crawley, are at
risk of large-scale speculative planning applications being presented to MKC. Applications can be
submitted to build on open countryside and outside the settlement boundary.

What happens now?

There appears to be a consensus that North Crawley needs a neighbourhood plan. A neighbourhood
plan states the amount and type of development that should be permitted for the next 15 years and
as such it means that the village has some protection against development that is not in keeping
with the policies in the plan.

The Parish Council has already established a new steering group to review and amend the existing
neighbourhood plan. The new steering group is keen to understand the underlying concerns of

those who voted no in the referendum in order to find a solution that meets the imposed
requirements yet is acceptable to the majority of villagers.

The existing neighbourhood plan was written to reflect the views of villagers, as expressed in the
questionnaire that was completed by 65% of residents in the summer of 2017. These views will not
be disregarded and the substantial bank of information and evidence gathered over the last three
years will continue to inform the decisions made by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and
the Parish Council.

All residents will be kept informed of progress towards a new neighbourhood plan and you will have
the opportunity to be involved and make your views known in a variety of ways.



What can | do to support the steering group?

Members of the group want to know your views on the Neighbourhood Plan. If you have any
comments or questions (and there is no such thing as a stupid question) you can email the steering
group using northcrawleynp@gmail.com or attend the monthly meeting, which will be held on the
last Thursday of each month, or you can speak to any member of the group. The steering group
members are:

James Sandall, Chairman & Parish Councillor Nic Sadeghi, Vice Chairman
Helen Beauchamp, Secretary Andy Gresty

Derek Harpur, Parish Councillor Paul McAlindon

Keith Shaw, Parish Councillor Chris Stavrinides

Richard Sykes lan Thody

Chris Toye

How will | receive communications?

There will be a number of ways that you can keep up to date with progress on the neighbourhood
plan:

e A monthly update in SCAN magazine
e A monthly update at the Parish Council meeting — minutes are published in SCAN and also
available on the Parish Council website www.northcrawley-pc.gov.uk

e Minutes of steering group meetings will be published on the Parish Council website

o All updates will be posted on the North Crawley Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page and
linked to the North Crawley Community Group Facebook page

e QOccasional Leaflets delivered to your door

e E-mail updates. If you received emails pertaining to the previous neighbourhood plan then
your email address is already on the email distribution list. If you did not receive emails and
you would like to get news and updates directly to your inbox, please email the Steering
Group Secretary helen.beauchamp@btinternet.com and she will add you to the distribution
list. Please note that your email address will be kept confidential, your personal data will be
subject to the Parish Council’s data protection policies; it will not be passed to any person or
organisation without your express permission.

Show your support for the Neighbourhood Plan and attend the public
meeting on Thursday 28t November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
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