NORTH CRAWLEY Neighbourhood Plan
IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2024 at 7pm in the Village Hall North

Crawley

Present:

Nic Sadeghi (C), Steve Garner (DC), Derek Harpur,

ACTION

Item 1

Apologies for absences: Jan Weatherley

Item 2

Approval of minutes: The minutes of the IG meeting held on 15
February 2024 were approved, and should be shared with the
NCPC Clerk to be uploaded to the website.

In future, members will have one week following circulation of
draft minutes to propose any amendments, after which the
minutes will be deemed provisionally agreed and published on
the NCPC website accordingly. This avoids unnecessary delay in
publication.

SG /JW

Item 3

Updates from the Chair: NS acknowledged that MKCC proposals
for Plan:MK have been the subject of an article in the Phonebox
magazine. A conscientious resident has kindly produced an
enlarged and much clearer form of the map from that article,
showing the area of potential future expansion of MK to the east
of the M1, which at the moment does not include North Crawley.

SG confirmed that, in addition to the article in Phonebox, an MKC
counsellor had also posted comments on the Facebook website.
This was raised at the NCPC meeting of 4 March 2024, at which it
was pointed out the issue of future expansion of MK is a sensitive
one and the use of potentially misleading language was not
helpful.

Item 4

Updates from NCPC: SG confirmed that NCPC held a lengthy
discussion of planning application 24/00027/FUL (Sites H4/H5 off
Orchard Way) at its last meeting. This discussion included the
written recommendations of the |G, one of which was to object
to the two-storey height of a number of the proposed dwellings.
The NCPC agreed with the IG’s recommendations insofar as the
proposals are largely in-keeping with the policies contained in the
NP, and that important compromises had been made by the
developers as a result of engagement with the IG; some of which
had evidently been made after the first draft of the IG’s
recommendations. The NCPC were greatly assisted by this




document but ultimately agreed unanimously to support the
planning application.

NS, as the only member of the IG who is not also a member of
NCPC, thanked SG for his thorough explanation of the discussions
that NCPC had before making its decision. It is, in any event, the
prerogative of NCPC to respond to planning applications as it sees
fit. NS expressed disappointment that NCPC decided to support
the application unreservedly. In light of the Design Codes, he felt
that NCPC could have expressed reservations as to the fact that
only three of the dwellings were proposed as 1.5 storey, without
necessarily objecting to the application. SG explained that, as the
developers had agreed to reduce the angle and consequent
height of the roofs, NCPC felt they had gone a long way to
mitigate the height of the planned two-storey dwellings. NS
noted that the IG’s terms of reference do not require it to provide
recommendations to NCPC and that, unless requested, it is
unnecessary for it to do so in future.

Item 5

Status of development proposals for NP sites: NS noted that
MKCC Highways have objected to the proposals for Sites H4 and
H5 on a number of grounds. It appears that multiple
amendments to the site layout will be required to address the
objection. SG suggested that it would be helpful to seek an
update from the developers in light of this.

NS confirmed that the last update regarding Site H3 was on 19
February 2024 to confirm that work to finalise the planning
application for that site was ongoing. As with all NP sites, NS will
continue to seek updates on a regular basis as necessary.

NS

Item 6

Engagement with residents and developers: Further to its last
meeting, the IG maintained that it would be suitable to hold a
public meeting, engaging with residents and providing as much
information as is available, once a planning application has been
submitted for Site H3. It is assumed that such a meeting might
sensibly follow the format of the public consultations held by the
former NP Steering Group.

Item 7

AOB: NS acknowledged that the IG has only four members, and
the likelihood that there will only be three regular attendees at IG
meetings for the foreseeable future. Accordingly, he proposed
amending the IG’s terms of reference, reducing the necessary
quorum for decision-making from four to three. This was agreed,
in principle, by those present; subject to final agreement by the
NCPC. This can obviously be revisited in the future, if more
residents express an interest in joining the IG.




Item 8

AOB: None recorded

Meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.

Date of next meeting: 18 April 2024 at 7pm in the Village Hall

SG




