
North Crawley Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

Meeting Held:   The Cock Inn, Thursday 9th January 2020 

Present: 
Andy Gresty -AG; Derek Harpur -DH; Nicholas Sadeghi -NS (minutes); James Sandall -JS; Keith 
Shaw -KS; Ian Thody -IT; Chris Toye – CT; Richard Sykes -RS 

Apologies: Helen Beauchamp – HB; Chris Stavrinides -CS 

Public 
Observers: 

N/A 

Distribution: All members of the steering group; Parish Council; Parish Council website 

Meeting No:  8 

Agenda item 1 
Minutes and 
Matters Arising 

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the previous meeting. These will be 
published on the Parish Council website and the Neighbourhood Plan Facebook page, linked 
to the NC Community Facebook page. 
 
Regarding personal statements: CT, CS and NS yet to submit one. Group briefly discussed 
content and purpose of personal statements. Providing a statement is a matter of personal 
choice. 
 
Group discussed the settlement boundary of North Crawley: 

• Question of what limitations the settlement boundary may or ought to place on 
identifying suitable development sites. 

• There are owners of land which is not within/adjacent to the boundary who have 
not been contacted since the referendum. Additionally, a number of them have 
contacted AG directly regarding inclusion of their land. 

• It is possible that viable land and landowners are being excluded without 
consideration or explanation. This is potentially unfair and limits opportunities in 
creating a new Neighbourhood Plan, distinct from the one previously voted down. 

• JS to write to the Group’s contact at Milton Keynes Council and enquire about policy 
on development beyond the boundary. Subject to response, it may be necessary to 
seek guidance on specific sites beyond the boundary. 

 
HB has informed the Group in writing that Milton Keynes Council have informed her that the 
housing proposed within the current planning application for Orchard Way can also be 
included in our housing allocation for the next Neighbourhood Plan. The Group discussed 
this, as it was previously understood that pending housing developments could not be 
included in the allocation. JS to write to the Group’s contact at Milton Keynes Council and 
seek written confirmation of their policy in this regard. KS and DH informed the Group that 
the Parish Council had already voted to object to the Orchard Way application. 
 

  



 The Group discussed developments in the 5-year housing land supply of Milton Keynes. The 
Planning Inspectorate has previously concluded that Milton Keynes has less than 5 years’ 
housing land supply. The High Court has now rejected the Council’s legal challenge to that 
finding. The Council decided not to renew their challenge, which originally arises out of 
applications at Hanslope. However, the Council maintains that it does have more than 5 
year’s supply and will continue to assess future development applications (and contend any 
resulting appeals) on that basis. 
 
JS reported back on further engagement with one local landowner regarding potential sites 
due to be discussed under Item 3. 

Agenda item 2 
Wording for 
SCAN update 

Deadline for February edition: 18th January. Should be noted that the second public meeting 
(scheduled for 30th January) will have taken place by the time of publication. 
 
Proposed content: First public meeting, which had excellent turnout and engagement and 
will hopefully be reflected at future public meetings. All questions and answers from that 
meeting transcribed and available online. Progress made in contacting landowners, which is 
an ongoing process. Progress made in assessment and modelling of potential development 
sites. 

Agenda item 3 
Discussing 
potential sites 

The Group will await response from our contact at Milton Keynes Council regarding sites 
beyond the settlement boundary. Meanwhile, the Group agreed to proceed with discussing 
inclusion of those potential development sites which have already been assessed. The 
Group discussed: 

• Chicheley Road site: adjacent to existing housing at entrance to Orchard Way, 
countryside view, could allow for up to 6 houses. 

• Orchard Way site: combination of former H3 site with eastern half of former H4 site, 
2 landowners, could allow for up to up to 10 houses. 

• Site north of Recreation Ground: arguably impacts on relatively few existing 
residents, borders village amenity, possibility of up to 8 houses. 

• High Street site: former H5 site next to no. 46, conservation area, potential for small 
no. of lower cost houses, need to avoid on-street parking/congestion. 

• Church Farm Field: scale/configuration: for consultation but could include northern 
part (bordering Slipe) or eastern part (bordering High Street/Cranfield Road), open 
countryside view. 

• Two other sites were briefly discussed but would require further consultation with 
the landowners to ascertain availability for development in order to be included. 

Agenda item 4 
AOB 

Group discussed Milton Keynes Council policy on affordable housing: 

• Plan:MK, policy HN2. Refers to combination of rental properties (at up to 80% 
market rents) and shared ownership: does not include starter/discounted housing. 

• In order to guarantee affordable housing is included in Neighbourhood Plan, at least 
one single site must be found for at least 11 houses (of which the landowner owner 
would then have to make at least 31% affordable within this definition). 

• Siting this many houses on one site, without disproportionate impact in that area, is 
arguably one of the main challenges in developing a new Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Group will consider whether/how residents ought to be given an opportunity to 
learn more about this policy and to say if they still want to include it in the Plan. 

 

Actions • Anyone who has not yet provided a personal statement, and wishes to do so, must 
submit it to HB. ASAP and, at any rate, no later than 18th January. 

• JS to write to Council contact, as per Item 1, and copy the Group in. Group has until 
lunchtime tomorrow (10th January) to make any further suggestions for that E-mail. 

• JS and AG to continue engaging with local landowners regarding availability of 
potential sites. 



• If not already done, everyone to consider, regarding proposed sites not discussed 
under Item 3: (i) suitability; (ii) where their boundaries ought to be; and (iii) 
approximately how many houses they ought to include, by Thursday 16th January. 

Date of Next 
Meeting 

Thursday 16th January 2020, 7.30pm, venue Village Hall 

 


