North Crawley Neighbourhood Plan Update

February 2022

Dear resident,

The consultation period for the draft Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Version, ended on
16™ January. Since then, the Steering Group (SG) has been liaising with officers at Milton
Keynes Council (MKC) to ensure that amendments made to the plan and associated
documents are compliant with the local policies in Plan:MK and also with the national policies
contained in the National Planning Policy Framework.

We have made all of the necessary amendments to the plan and to some of the supporting
documents; all of the changes are detailed in the Consultation Statement, which is available
for you to read on the Parish Council website - www.northcrawley-pc.gov.uk

The Consultation Statement includes the submissions that the SG received to the
consultation. There were no formal submissions from residents, however, in the Consultation
Statement, we have summarised and anonymised some of the issues that were raised by
residents at the drop in sessions held in December and January.

The changes that have been made to the Neighbourhood Plan are important but not so
significant that further consultation is required at this stage. The main changes are to the
Design Guides for site H3, the largest site on Chicheley Road. Amendments have been made
following extensive discussions with officers from the Conservation and Archaeology
Department (C&AD) at Milton Keynes Council. Minutes of a meeting between the C&AD and
the SG are available to read on the Neighbourhood Plan page of the PC website (2022
Steering Group Minutes’) and a more detailed submission can be found in the Consultation
Statement. To summarise, the C&AD are able to support development on site H3 but only if
a proposal is able to demonstrate that it will not impact negatively on the significance of the
designated heritage assets at Moat Farm. They have specified low density (about 15 and no
more than 20 dwellings), low height dwellings and using materials that reflect those used on
the Moat Farm complex. They will not accept an off-the-shelf development but expect the
developer to design a context specific scheme that will sit well within this rural, edge of the
village location. The SG is supportive of this approach and has removed all indicative designs
for this site from the Design Guides document (appendix 6) and strengthened the wording
relating to the density, height of buildings and the significance of the designated heritage
assets. These changes are reflected in Policy H3 in the amended Neighbourhood Plan.


http://www.northcrawley-pc.gov.uk/

After some discussion with MKC, the SG has eventually arrived at acceptable wording for the
policy on Infill Development and Replacement Dwellings — Policy H2. The SG are keen to
ensure that appropriate, small scale development can be supported on sites that are not
allocated in the plan but we do not want to see every bit of garden and green space given
over to development. We hope that the amended wording for Policy H2 now provides a
robust approach to this.

The issue of affordable housing has also been a tricky one to resolve. The definition of
affordable housing in Plan:MK does not allow for First Homes but the SG would like to see this
type of affordable housing included in the plan. Milton Keynes Council is currently reviewing
its policies around First Homes and so we have made a statement in the plan to allow for this
to be included, based on national policy rather than local policy; hopefully by the time this is
relevant, MKC will have amended its policies accordingly.

The SG was hoping that the Parish Council would be in a position to discuss and approve the
plan at its meeting on 7th February. Unfortunately, on 31st Jan we received notification from
Milton Keynes Council that Historic England has requested that we carry out a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) to ensure that the plan policies consider the significance of
the Conservation Area and the Heritage assets at Moat Farm. This decision is based on the
old version of the plan that was presented in December and does not reflect the changes that
have been made as a result of our work with the Conservation and Archaeology team,
consequently, the SG disagrees with this decision and | emailed Historic England last week
providing evidence to show that a SEA is not required.

| am awaiting a response from Historic England. If they insist that an SEA is required then we
will have to go through a lengthy process that could take up to 3 months to complete.

In the meantime, please take a look at the Consultation Statement on the Parish Council
website, it can be found in a folder entitled ‘Consultation Submissions and Statement -
January 2022’. All of the amended documents, including the North Crawley Neighbourhood
Plan- Submission Version can be viewed in a folder entitled ‘Neighbourhood Plan Submission
Version - February 2022’. If you are unable to access the documents electronically, please
contact Sheila Bushnell, 3 Folly Lane, North Crawley, tel: 01234 391501.

The Parish Council will report back at their meeting in March. Please look out for
Neighbourhood Plan Updates in the SCAN magazine and also on the North Crawley
Community Facebook page.

Best wishes,

Helen Beauchamp
Chairwoman NCNP



